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to the characters which may have so far developed
in themselves; and how their playing of these parts
may be itself a further step in the evolution of their
characters, which will be rewarded in their next
incarnation, as actors who play their part well may
receive a higher r61e in the next piece, and those
who play.it ill may be degraded. The doctrine of
transmigration is thus used as a means of escape
from some of the difficulties connected with the
imperfect evolution of individual character in the
short life of man.

The doctrine thus stated is not without ambiguity,
but it seems to contain a principle which would go
farther to explain the origin and limit of evil than the
theory which Plotinus generally advocates. For what
oiffiat theory Hotinus seeks is to free all the powers
of the intelligible world (to which on different
grounds he gives the name of God) from responsibility
for evil, simply by denying that their activity is
primarily^ directed to the sensible world, which never-
thefess they produce. In .the passage just quoted,
however* it seems to be suggested that the highest
ttei%;m^ rpalise itself in the extremist division;1
from which it would follow that God cannot be a
HEi^re self-contemplative reason, but must be regarded
as realising hmself in a world of spirits who, ais

10f course, Plotinus saves his consistency, in appearance at least,
by taking the greater division of the sensible world for granted.